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Distinguished Co-Facilitators,

Chile is again speaking in its capacity as President of the Pro-tempore Secretariat of the Rio Group, in order to present some preliminary views on the possible structure, format and content of the outcome document of the High-level Plenary Meeting on the Millennium Development Goals, to be held in September.
Distinguished Co-Facilitators,
The Rio Group trusts that the outcome document will cover all the aspects indicated in paragraph 3 of resolution 64/184, and in this regard, we believe that the outcome document should confirm the commitments made, to analyze the current status of the MDGs, reporting progress achieved, lessons learned, best practices, obstacles and challenges. The outcome document should also contain concrete actions to reach all MDGs.
Distinguished Co-Facilitators,

Prior to the global economic and financial crisis, all reports demonstrated major progress towards the MDGs.
Nevertheless, the effects of the financial and economic crisis have been reflected in a deterioration of the social indicators of most of the countries of the region, particularly indicators related to poverty eradication. Several reports affirm that poverty has increased to 9 million persons on the region during 2009.
The Group therefore considers that the outcome document in September should send a clear message about the importance and feasibility of attaining the MDGs by 2015, provided that other elements also exist, such as: 

a) Willingness to formulate and implement national policies aimed at achieving the targets contained in the MDGs.
b) Support from the international community providing a favourable environment encouraging, inter alia, predictable international cooperation and assistance for the developing countries.
c) Greater focus by the various United Nations funds and programmes on the attainment of the MDGs.  
d) Encouragement of the Global Partnership for Development by the creation of a mechanism for monitoring the commitment made regarding Official Development Assistance as well as other financial commitments and of other types assumed under MDG 8 and greater participation of the private sector, civil society, and foundations, in support of national priorities for development. 

Distinguished Co-Facilitators
Concerning lessons learned, best practices, challenges and opportunities, the Group considers it important to reconcile a vision analyzing each MDG in particular with a holistic vision of all the Millennium Development Goals.  
In the opinion of the Group, the two approaches are complementary and necessary, since the design and application of policies focused on the MDGs require high-impact specific actions integrated in a national strategy providing them with an appropriate framework of coherence and sustainability. 

Distinguished Co-Facilitators,

The Rio Group is convinced of the importance to create, at all levels, a new acceleration framework to re-energize action to achieve the MDGs.
This new framework should clearly indicate support for national strategies for achieving the MDGs, and identify remaining challenges and specific action that can be taken.
This MDG acceleration compromise should be supported by the community of donors and the international organizations, in order to ensure the mobilization of sufficient resources to finance these efforts.
Distinguished Co-Facilitators,
Lastly, the Rio Group trusts that a first draft outline of the document can be circulated before 7 May.  This could be the basis for further inputs on more substantive aspects which we wish to see reflected in the outcome document for September, so that a first draft could be available during the third week of May.
Thank you.
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