Ugiversal mecting an Lthe Crnvenlion on Closter Muoitions
Remarks by Inetund on provweelural matters for the first heetiag of the Staces Parties

Santiayw, Monday T June 2010

M. Chairtnie, ladies and pentlsmen,

L am deliphted ¢ be here in Sortiape, and wuld ke to take this oppaerunity to cxiend the
thanks of my delegation 1o the Govermment of Chile far kingdly hosting this inportant
Confeeence. Lreland is graeeful 1o the Tae PR Tor the request to act as Friend of the Chair on
the premaralory process. including procedural matters, and o 15 in thatl capacily tial [ speak to
you today.

As you will recall, Teeland Bosted and chained the nepotiating Conforence which adanted the
Convenlion on O luster Munitions. and aranged for its depasit with the Seerstary-General of
the Ligited Nations. Ansing Irem this we have cerried ool a netber of procedural funciione.
In relation to the Convention stnce its adoptien, and will contimee w do so, n close
cocperatinn with the Lao POR and other partocrs, during the reraitder of the period leading
up 0o the Hrst Meering of Staces Parties.

Torr ewample, n ChoLober 2W18 we submidded a dral resalution to the LIt Generael Assembly,
which was nccossary in order to authorise the UK Scereiary-Generad W undermake variouy
administrlive lasks assigned o him under the Conventicn. We were pleesed (hat,
notwithstanding the rescrvations which conain Stales have abuoul the Convention. this
resolurion was adaopled hy consensus.

In October 2009, dis Lime topether with the Lae PLYR, we submitted a further drafi resolution
tor the LS Crencral Assembly, This welcomed the offer of the Lao PGR to host the first
Mecting of States Parties. The Stares which had becn ceticent ahouwt g resotarion in 2008 were
even meore s when presented with s second resalution on the sabject. but thanks w the bard
work of owr Lao eolledgnes and other fkiends. this resolation was also sdoplad by eonscnsus,

As e Tormeal regquest 10 the Sceretary-General was needed in onder b hepin preparations by e
United Nativns far the Meeting of $lates Parties in Vientiane, in March of this poar we
coordinated the preparation and submission of & leftor om behad M of the Stass which had
tatified or approved (he Comventivn. This eeguesied the Secretatv-Oencral to convene (he
mecting in ¥icntianc on the dates in hovember which you all kiow. Tealsa asked hirm oo
convEne A prepanabeomy meeling in Gengva on § Seplember. The hobdiag of such a proparatory
mecting will areatly facilitace the helding of the fiest Mecting of States Paries hy allowing
sovme progedural, financial and other administrtive matlers Lo be dealt with nadvanes,

Funther to this letrer, the LN Scorctary-CGonerad issusd o nete last mant convening the Fiest
bdaeting of States Parties i Wienliane in Wovamnber, and announcing that the preperators
meeling will ke place in Geneva on, G Seplember.

The main purpose o Lhe preperstory mesling will be w puor Th place the procedurs]
foundations for the Meeting ot States atties. It should agree on drafl aperala, rules of
procedure and programme pf work of the Meeting of Stles Patties, theugh these will alf



gourse have to be fonnally adopied by the Mecting of States Parlics el [Ushould alse
appruve lhe cost estimates tor the Meening of States Partles.

Giiven thal the prepamtory meeting will be of ondy one day in duration, the Lime available for
substantive wirk will be fimited, bul 3 is gur hope that there will be time for an initial
discusxion of all substantive issucs, it is important # boar in mind et this meeting will be
the fiest time that ihe Scates Parties W the Convention sill have had at opportunity to meet
louether as States Parties. in othet words following the Conventiom s enlry anto [oeee. L is
very important that a5 we bewin the collective work ol the States "artics ko the Canvention
all feel that thew are participating on an equal footing, While muck wielal work has already
heen done to identity ssues which will meed o Be deall with i Vientiane. and while gur
infarmnal discussions here this weock will conibute further to our shared underslonding of
these issues, we should be carelUf ool to prejudge anything or o respass o the prerogalives
of Stares Parties. This will be important in onder o cnsuree 3 consmactive atmosphere ar Lhe
prepuratrry mocting and later at the Wleeting of Slaes Parties.

As T mentimed, the preparatoey meeting should agree on dreft agenda. rales of procedume #nd
programire ol work rf the dMoeting of States Partics, We will prepan; drmafls ol these
dncuments, in cooperation with our Lo colleapues, and circubate them well in adsange of the
preparalory mecting. It is imnpottant fo bear in mind that Article 11 of the Cooventich
speeifics contain issues for consideration st Maerings of Soates Parties, These will e 1aken
into accewnt in the preperacion of the draft agenda, but it Is. of coumse, also possible to include
additivmal isspes. We will, of course. he comsulting with Lao colleagucs in this regand, bul all
SUZAEStIONS wre weloame,

The draft proeramme of work and rules of procedure will, af course, also ba prepared inclase
crperalion with the host country. | expect that these will follow the uswal Famat {or similar
Fretenalicnal meelings.

| thank vou Rsr vour atlention, and Jook $orward to working with vou all duriee the remaindat
alihis Conference and during the rionths ahead, IFanvone has any guestions, my collsagues
and | witl be lappy wo adidress them et any stage during our meeting.

ENL



